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RAAF DJINNANG ASSOCIATION -ANNUAL REUNION etc. 2019

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 201872019 - AGM 25/ 5 2019

The 2018 Reunion was held at The Hotel Jen and everyone who attended were extremely
impressed with the Venue, Snacks etc. Unfortunately we were advised the Roma Street Complex
was being demolished and a whole new complex was being built so, back to the Drawing Board
for new venue.

The ever energetic Gail McDermott, your hard working Secretary, did the rounds of the CBD and
found suitable facilities at the Port Hotel, expenses for the function having being taken into
consideration. The Hotel Jen will not be available for approximately 3 to 5 years. Thanks again to
Gail and Alyn Hawkes.

During the previous year, we have lost a number of members, mostly SIGOPS, to the big Radio
Shack in the sky. To family and friends of those members we pass on our heartfelt condolences.
Once again the Committee worked very hard organising the 2018 Reunion and hopefully in the
future the Hotel Jen will be available. I thank the Committee members very much to all their efforts.

In conclusion I would like to thank everyone for attending and please pass o1 the word to our
younger generation about our Association.

Regards to everyone and safe journey home.

Gavin Smith
President
25/5/2018S.




DJINNANG ASSOCIATION (QLD)
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT
1JUL 2018 TO 30 JUN 2019

Statement of Financial Position as at 1

Jul 2018

BOQ Cheque Account: $3,806.54
BOQ Investment Account: $9,135.91
Balance as at 1 Jul 18 $12,942.45

Expenditure (CHEQUE ACCOUNT)

Printing, Stationary & Postage $383.33 Incl QTC

Reunion -Port Hotel $3,000.00 Food & first drink etc
Reunion - Prizes/stationery/sundries $180.00

Reunion - Float $300.00

Total Expenditure: $3,863.33

SUB TOTAL -$56.79

Income (CHEQUE ACCOUNT):

Membership - yearly $620.00

Membership - perpetual $200.00

Bank Interest - cheque account $4.29

Reunion Cover charge $2,210.00

Reunion Raffles $325.00

Shirts $283.50

Float return $300.00

LESS SUB TOTAL ABOVE. -$56.79

Total : $3.886.00

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT:

Investment @ 1 Jul 18 $9,135.91
Investment account interest $263.04
BALANCE: ' $9.398.95
At Bank as at 30 Jun 2019

BOQ Investment Account: $9,398.95

BOQ Cheque Account: $3,886.00

Available Member Funds: $13.284.95

1declare that the above statement presents a true and proper record of the income and
expenditure of the Djinnang Association (QLD) and is an accurate record of the financial
position of the Association as at the 30th June 2019.

PN 30 Jun 2019

Alyn Hawkes (Treasurer)
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RAAF closes AOCS

On 1 Dec 2004 the AOCS system was closed. The occasion was marked with a tour of Bringelly
Receivers and Londonderry Transmitters where the CO RAAFTUS ceremonially cut the guy
wires to drop the large antenna. Both establishments have now been decommissioned and you
will soon be able to buy a one acre block of prime real estate on the Londonderry site.

The AOCS was commissioned in 1972 to take over from the Area Guard Network. The first op-
erators at RAAF Sydney included Jeff Cullinane, Geoff Robinson, Ron Upham, Lyn Beilby,
Bernie Mackay, George Harris, Ron Tompkins, Dave Corney and yours truly.

The system marked a quantum leap forward in communications technology for the RAAF and
really earned it’s spurs by providing instarit voice and secure teletype communications immedi-
ately after cyclone Tracey devastated Darwin.

As usual there were the funny stories such as the RAF pilot questioning Charlie McMillan as to
why he was operating RAAF Darwin and not RAF Dundee but this system was marked by the
professionalism of those who operated and maintained it.

We live in times of rapid technological change and the RAAF we knew is no longer. We were
told that Glenbrook has been sold and that the base is to be relocated to near Canberra in 2008.
This will mark the end of an era which saw large numbers of communicators and techs stationed
at Glenbrook, Marsden Park, Wallgrove, Bringelly and Londonderry.

Two things stood out to me during the closing ceremonies at Glenbrook: the large number of sen-
ior officers associated with the trade; and the lack of life on the base itself. Looking at the phone
book they probably have a larger establishment than we did 30 years ago, but I don’t think they
have half the fun or camaraderie we enjoyed.

It was good to see the old base and more importantly a lot of old mates at the closure. Alison and
I spent 12 years in Penrith and have a lot of happy memories of our time in the service there. On
this occasion we stayed at the Airman’s quarters and were the only people in our block. With
unisex living quarters they would have been very popular in 1972. Can you imagine the “bed
checks?”

Old hands among those who turned up on the day were; John Williams, Lyn Beilby, Rex Raph,
Bill McCarthy, Don Brooks, John and Alison Cridland, Jeff Cullinane, Ian Greenacre, Mouse

Graham, John O’Laughlan, Glen Walton and John Brell. On a sad note we received the news of
Dave Corney’s serious illness while there.

Current staff at Glenbrook under the direction of Doug Barthelson have a wonderful collection of
old photos and mementos of the communications centres and people that have been stationed
there. Looking at these reminded us of the stories that could be told of by our men and women
who have passed through there. One story (the RAAF Penrith Football team) is retold in this edi-
tion. If you have a story to tell of your time here or during your RAAF service, please send it to
jeri2130(@bigpond.com.net.au or John Cridland, 47 Ormond Rd, OXLEY 4075. I am sure there
are some wonderful tales waiting to be told.

A N e

DJINNANG ASSOCIATION SHIRTS C
These high quality shirts have been selling
FAST, TO PURCHASE ONE, CONTACT ALYN
Hawkes (andhawkes@bigpond.com)
and he will take care of the purchase
and mailing for you.

Cost $35.00 Plus postage
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AREA
UARD

DO YOU REMEMBER VERY MUCH ABOUT “AREA GUARD”? Besides the checks at
0030z each day.

Well, it would seem that not many of us can recall anything at all. Or is it that we are frightened to put our memories
into words? One incident I recall was in 1957 when 2 Neptunes from 11 Squadron Richmond were positioned in
Darwin in lieu of the 10 Squadron Lincoln from Townsville. It was arranged that whilst they were doing exercises in the
Darwin area Telegs would exchange places with Signallers and relay “dummy” messages back and forth by morse. The
operating went OK but when the pilot (a USAF exchange pilot) starting chasing buffalos at tree-top level down near
Katherine and then flying just above the water of Darwin harbour to drop supplies to the crew of the other Neptune who
were in liferafts was a bit much and I stepped off that aircraft on very shaky legs. Another instance that comes to mind
was when, in the early 60’s, a 24 hour watch was kept and we had to Tx & Rx “dummy” messages in 4 letter code.
When some operators started sending messages like “IMGO INGT OTHE BOOZ ERTO NIGH TXZX" and were
caught out by somebody at OPCOM, Steve Knight, as Supervisor of Lee Point, was not very happy - Was he Roy?
The following was submitted by John Elliott:

“Let me relate a Story about Area guard.

This happened one Sunday at Lee Point Receivers at Darwin. Although I had left the Airforce by this time (early 70's) I
was working as a Flight Service Officer at Darwin airport and also serving in the AirforceEmergency force so I got both
sides of the story.

It was around 2pm in the afternoon and we received a call from the crew of a herc enroute from Sydney to Darwin.
Problem was that he could not contact Area guard to organise some food and gasoline for a quick turnaround on their
way to Butterworth.

He requested that we contact the Orderly RAAF officer and get him to organise the above. I enquired if he had comms
problems, no was the reply, although he could hear transmissions from area guard he could not get through and though
it might be a stuck mic at Lee Point.

It seems (it actually happened), that the orderly officer after organising the turnaround took it upon himself to pay a
surprise visit to Lee Point receiving station.

Now the rule was at Lee Point on weekends (I learn this when I did my AFEF time as a teleg at Lee Point), that you
locked the outside gate to the facilities and if you had a visitor they had to ring the bell (used the phone ?), which alerted
you to, hide the beer, clear up the playboy magazines, put away the playing cards and conduct a quick panic of the
kitchen. UNFORTUNATELY, on this Sunday, some body had forgotten to lock the gate and the Orderly officer
waltzed right in without an invitation and what he found displeased him greatly. What had happened was the unit dog
had fallen asleep on the foot switch that was used to activate the mic on the area guard transmitter, which accounted for
the continuous voices "Six no trumps and gettus a coldie while you are up".

My memory dimms around about here but if Percy Le - Que or Wally Muxworthy were still around they might be able
to add to the story, but roughly it goes like this . Somebody got 14 days CB, the corporal got very upset with the LAC
and the LAC severely chastised the dog.”

FINANCIAYLZ

The Printing, postage etc. of 2 publications per year takes a vast amount of our
finances. A large number of members have allowed their membership to lapse whilst
still receiving our publications. Please! Help us to be able to continue to keep all

informed by renewing your membership TODAY!

You may send your cheque/Money Order (payable to Djinnang Assn.) to the Treasurer

Membership is $10.00 per annum
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Paper tape showing the five-bit Baudot Code
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Aunty Joy, Wendy Matherson
Association Dress shirts
There are still shirts available
Costs $35.00
Contact Alwyn Hawkes
Email andhawkes@bigpond.com
To order one, be quick they are

Going fast and look Fantastic




SUNDOWNER TIONA TOURIST PARK
4451 The Lakes Way Pacific Paims NSW 2428
0265540291

fronugo 150 meters from our cabins.

r sldo of the park we have lake frontage 150 meters from our office (I.ak

regards, Clive
_ Clive & Karen Johnson.
~ Work Phone 02 65540290

 Mobile 0419889584 (Doesn't work so well in park).
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL VIC1482

The WRAAF of the late 40’s—early 50’s

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL VIC1481
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The RAAF Penrith Football Team

Have announced that they will be attending the 2006 re-union after the good time they
had at the 2004 do. Back in 1972 the small base at Penrith provided an outstanding
Rugby League team which played in the very strong Penrith Junior District competition.
Nominated as the reserve grade side for the much larger Richmond RAAF base team, it
did not take the opposition long to work out that their reserve teams could whip the
RAAF senior side, while their A Grade sides were usually beaten by the junior side.

In 1972 this team beat a side from the powerful Windsor club to win the premiership.
In 1973 playing correctly as the A Grade side, they were beaten by Blacktown Brothers
in the grand final.

It is unusual for a service team to do well in a domestic competition as the demands of
service life do not allow for a stable team. This club had nearly two sides. A week be-
fore the 1972 final the club was wracked when more than half their members were
posted to Darwin. Only the intervention of a Wing Commander who had been follow-
ing their progress closely saw them able to play and win the flag on the day. After the
1973 final a number of their remaining talented players were posted to 3TU. They
never had the numbers for a team in 1974.

As you would expect in a team from this base, our members were heavily represented
with both the coach and captain being Telegs. Current president Lyn Beilby was a very
good hooker in the 1972 side. The two coaches “Bull” Donald and Brian Carroll left
their mark on the game as the fathers of current Manly star Scott Donald and retired in-
ternational Mark “Spud” Carroll.
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RAAF COMMUNICATIONS REUNION

2020

Hi everyone,

Those of you that don't live in the Brisbane region may
that the Hotel Jen will be closing its doors at the end of
(sigh!) and we have had fo find yet another new ven-
reunion. Such a shame as it was pretty near perfect
You can thank the Government for this decision.

It has been decided that The Port Office Hotel (Colonial Bar) is the new place to be on
30th May 2020 'he address is 40 Edward Street (Cnr. Margaret St) Brisbane City. While
the Colonial Bar is upstairs — there is also a small lift for those requiring it. You just have to
ask one of the staff members to escort you fo the lift.

The normal function times apply — 2pm till 9pm. There will be a free drink on arrival and
platters as per the last few reunions. Entry will remain the same price as last year - $30
non-perpetual members and $20 perpetual members.

We have a code that can be used at any of the Oaks CBD aparfments, 212 Margaret
Street (just up the road from the Port Office). | am not sure how much discount we Wwill
get. The code is portofficehotel. They have a car park here | believe. If you want a 5
Star Hotel the Stamford Plaza is directly across the road from the Port Office. Also, op-
posite the old Botanical Gardens is ‘Royal on the Park’. These are the three that are
closest to the venue | think. : :

We also have a code for secureparking.com.au. | just tried a dummy booking and it
took my cost from $16 to $9. You must be out by midnight fhough | think. There are spe-
cial instructions which | will share closer to the time of the reunion.

Unfortunately, there won't be a coffee/tea station in the Colonial Bar on the night, but
these can be purchased from their Restaurant downstairs. Dinner can also be pur-
chased downstairs.

Hoping to see you all there on the night to again reminisce and have a few drinkies.
Please spread the word regarding the change in venue. :

Gail McDermott
Djinnang Association (Secretary)
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