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Who Remembers These Huts 

The New Front Gate 

The Buildings of Dreams 
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                                   PRESIDENT’S REPORT   2013-2014 

The reunion in may 2014 was well attended with more new faces putting in an 

appearance.  Prior meetings with the venue management sorted out meal 

requirements and standards.  A marked improvement in the menu was 

required and venue staff achieved our request for better catering. 

Election of committee saw Dave and Deb Tape re-elected to Treasurer and 

Secretary respectively.  We also had two new faces elected to the Committee in 

Gail McDermott and Yolanda Levers.  A big Thanks You to all the outgoing 
committee for their hard work during the year. 

Changes made to previous functions were well received, i.e., everyone was given 

a free drink and meal ticket.  The free drink replaced the President’s Shout, 

ensuring no-one missed out as had happened previously. 

Financially, the Association is in a very sound position to cover future expenses 

and functions. 

Unfortunately the Roll of Honour expanded during the year. Our heartfelt 

Condolences go to all the Families of our departed members. 

Finally, Thanks you committee for your contribution in making our Annual 

Reunion a pleasure to attend.  Until next year take care. 

Yours Faithfully    Gavin Smith (President) 





   The Editor of QTC acknowledges his own limitations in literary talent  and freely  
admits, and is grateful to all those who send in articles.   If you find mistakes in 
this publication, please consider  they are there for a purpose. 

  The editor tries to publish something for everyone, there are some people who   
look only for mistakes, nevertheless in all instances which are the results of neglect of  

 Responsibility, the offending culprit will be taken out and publicly flogged. 

 As the year roll past, and older members dwindle, I would like to take this time to Welcome All the 

New Members who have started to attend the Djinnang Reunions. 

There are still Many More we would like to see Attend and get involved, so now I Must throw this  

Enlisted Campaign onto You The New Members to Help keep this Association Flourishing.  

             (Below is a extract from one of our Founding Members back in 1997.) 

Djinnang:   From the Tribe Around Pearce “To Seek, To Look” 



Twenty four hours ago, I returned from surviving two consecutive cruises of the  

Mediterranean.  I mistakenly turned my computer back on and what did I find amongst the 

400 odd emails  (even though I had sent out a QRT)? 

Yep, one from Editor Webby! Quote: “Just because you’ve been lazing on floating decks in 

the  Med, I still need a report for the QTC” unquote! 

I tell you, resigning from the Committee has no effect on these guys.  Once they have their 

claws into you they never let go! 

Looking back at my last copy of QTC, it must have been almost a year ago since Webby 

issued it.  What a great copy it was too! 

The past year has gone so quickly and everyone seems to be on the move up this way.  

The Vernon’s spend half their life looking after orphans in Vietnam, 

The Hodges tripping around US of A and the Gimm’s – well that is another story.  We did  

Myanmar late in 2013 and have just returned from visiting 

Italy, Greece, France, Spain and North Africa.  Unfortunately, this resulted in me missing my  

first reunion in some least 10 years so I will be interested in receiving your feedback and 

photos.  

Bull Donald is still burgling at golf while I have it on good authority that Des Williams is still  

terrorising Far North Qld.   

Wayne Herbert is still trying to make his first million at punting on everything that moves 

and most of it doesn’t. 

John Casey and his wife called in for a coldie and a chat on their way through Townsville a 

couple of months ago and Cec Venema from Victor Harbour. 

This invitation is extended to any of you who might be passing through God’s country.   

Just give me a call; there is always a cold one or two on offer and we might even rustle up  

some grub. 

The weather up here at this time of year is absolute perfection. 

I’m afraid after 22 hours of flying and passing through 10 time zones, my brain is still a little  

out of focus, so I hope our Editor will take pity on me for this edition. 

 

Cheers from the North, 

Ernie Gimm 

Ramblings from North Queensland 



Memories from the past, Insignas,Crests,Ranks,Buildings. 

Some are closed, others revamped. 

A notorious Hut/

Some  watch movies here 

while training. 

Some of us did guard duty here. 

Telegs usually worked here.. 

Use to transmit . 

The old tape used to pour out of these 

On the hill. 

Has been renamed/revamped. 

Has been closed. 

Most passed thru here at some stage. 

Usually full of Officers. 

Tracey tried her best to launch these. 

 Gimm Territory ?? 



26th January - No other flag will ever fly over this land  

 

The Flag of Australia 

 

I Am the Flag of 

 

 
 I am the flag of Australia  

    My name is "Southern Cross"  
I fly atop tallest buildings.  

I stand watch in Australia 's halls of justice.  
I fly majestically over institutions of learning.  

I stand guard with power in the  world. 
Look up and see me. 

  



I stand for peace, honour, truth and  justice. 
I stand for freedom. 

I am confident. 
I am arrogant. 
I am  proud. 

When I am flown with my fellow banners, 
My head is a little  higher, 
My colours a little truer. 

I bow to no one! 
I am recognized  all over the world. 

I am worshipped - I am saluted. 
I am loved - I am  revered. 

I am respected - and I am feared. 
I have fought in every war for 200 years. I was there at Gallipoli, the trenches of Tur-

key ,  
World War 2, Korea and Vietnam know me.  

I'm presently in the mountains of Afghanistan and the hot and dusty deserts of Iraq 
and wherever freedom is needed.  

I led my troops, I was dirty, battleworn and tired, 
But my soldiers  cheered me and I was proud. 

I have been burned, torn and trampled on the  streets of countries I have helped set 
free.  

It does not hurt for I am  invincible.  
I have been soiled upon, burned, torn and trampled in the streets of my country.  

And when it's done by those Whom I've served in battle - it  hurts. 
But I shall overcome - for I am strong.  

I have borne silent witness to all of Australia 's finest hours.  
But my finest hours are yet to come.  

When I am torn  into strips and used as bandages for my wounded comrades on 
the  battlefield,  

When I am flown at half-mast to honour my soldier,  
Or when I  lie in the trembling arms of a grieving parent 

At the grave of their fallen son or daughter, 

I am proud.  

 



RAAF Welfare Recreational Company  

The following persons are eligible to book and received the discounted RWRC rates for respective holiday facilities: 

 Serving airmen and airwomen in the Royal Australian Air Force, including reservists, 

 Serving members of the Navy and Army, including reservists, 

 Ex Serving members of the Australian Defence Force, and 

 Australian Public Servants working in Defence, DHA, Defence Bank and Australian Defence Force Credit Union staff, Con-

tractors working in Defence 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Manager 
Ambassador Holiday Apartments 
9-13 Parnoo Street 
CHEVRON ISLAND QLD 4217 
Telephone: (07) 5531 5692 
Mobile: 0417 780 961 
Fax: (07) 5538 1860 
Email: aambassador@bigpond.com 

The Manager Tuscany Apartments 
10-16 Marine Parade 
MERIMBULA NSW 2548 
Telephone: (02) 6495 2030 
Fax: (02) 6495 3845 
Email: info@tuscany.com.au 

The Secretary 
RAAF Welfare Recreational Company 
Department of Defence - Air Force 
Brindabella Park (BP29-2-164) 
P.O. BOX 7980 
CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 

Mr Bruce Perry 
Email: bruce.perry2@defence.gov.au 
Phone: 02 6144 7490 
Fax: 02 6127 8867 

Miss Donna Chalker 
Email: donna.chalker@defence.gov.au 
Phone: 02 6144 7491 

The Ambassador Apartments are located at 9-13 Parnoo Street Chevron Island in the heart of 
Surfers Paradise. Within easy walking distance to the shopping centre, nightlife and Surfers Par-
adise’s main beach you can park the car for the duration of your stay and enjoy the best the Gold 
Coast has to offer, including Queensland’s beautiful climate. 

Within easy driving distance are a number of the Gold Coast’s favourite theme parks including; 
Sea World, Movie World, Dreamworld, WhiteWater World and Wet & Wild. 

Add the Gold Coast’s famous surf beaches, fishing, rainforests and whale watching, and there is 
something for everyone.  

Tuscany Apartments are situated at Merimbula on the NSW Sapphire Coast. Located 
on ‘The Fishpen’ this 4 star complex is within easy walking distance to the safe waters 
of the inlet and beach, and a comfortable walk to the main shopping centre. The com-
plex is situated within large open grounds, one end of which features an 11 metre so-
lar heated salt water swimming pool, whilst at the other end is a BBQ . 

All apartments are spacious and self-contained. The large kitchens are generously 
equipped with cutlery, crockery, utensils, fridge/freezer, stove/oven, dishwasher and 
microwave oven. The living/dining area is tastefully furnished with comfortable 
lounges, dining suite, coffee and side tables, lamps, fan and colour TV. All apartments 
have pillows, linen and blankets. Bath towels are provided and it is recommended 
that you bring your own pool and beach towels. A limited number of cots, and high 
chairs are available if requested. 

 
  

  

  

  

www.raafholidays.com.au

mailto:aambassador@bigpond.com
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mailto:donna.chalker@defence.gov.au
http://maps.google.com.au/maps?ie=UTF8&q=marrakai+93+Smith+Street+Darwin&fb=1&gl=au&hq=marrakai&hnear=0x2cc091a096512789:0xb321b5fcae4087cc,93+Smith+St,+Darwin+NT+0800&cid=16006674522520910684&ll=-12.458808,130.837362&spn=0.018752,0.033023&t=m&z=16&vpsrc=0&iw
http://www.raafholidays.com.au




 A Airforce is Born-Part 2 
     (Continuation from Qtc 22) 

With the rapid approach of war in 1939 expansion schemes were expedited, and recruiting was in-
creased. The first Australian-built Wirraway made its maiden flight on 27 March 1939, and plans were 

Under way to manufacture the Bristol Beaufort bomber in Australia, as well as D.H. Tiger Moths. 

In addition Lockheed Hudsons had been ordered from America, plus crews had gone to England to 

collect the Sunderland flying-boats.

When the fateful 3 Sept 1939 arrived, the Royal Australian Air Force came of age as a fighting service 

in the 1939-45 war.   When the war began the RAAF had 310 Officers, 3,179 Airmen and 246 Aircrafts 

(only 164 operational).  At the height of the war the service had expanded to 20,000 Officers, 144,000 

Airmen and 18,000 Airwomen.   At the outbreak of war, the RAAF was organized into 12 Squadrons. 

When war came Australia planned to send a force of 6 Squadrons (4 Bomber-2 Fighter) to Britian, 

however this was cancelled and Australia was instructed to Contributed to the Empire Air Training 

Scheme.   The E.A.T.S. was to provide 50,000 trained aircrew every year, the RAAF alone trained 

27.387 aircrew as well as providing training for a additional 10,351 pilots, navigators and air gunners. 

Under the scheme Australia formed 17 Squadrons in Britian/Middle East as well as providing aircrews 

for the RAF and RCAF, many Australian Airmen were serving in the RAF when war began, and in the 

Battle of Britian in 1940, 10 Australian were killed. 

Men in the RAAF flew in major operation mounted by Bomber Command, they saw the flak of the 
Ruhr (Happy Valley), they helped knock out railway systems and marshalling yards, rip open 

U-Boat pens and wreck flying bomb sites.   But the RAAF paid a heavy price with 3.486 killed . 

In the last two years of the combined bombing offensive, RAAF Squadrons alone dropped 65,000 tons 

Of bombs /incendiaries during 692 raids, and to this must  be added the efforts of some 6,000 men 

Serving with the RAF units. 



After the fall of France in 1940, war erupted in the Mediterranean, The first RAAF Squadron No 3 ar-
rived with old-fashioned Gladiator, Lysander and Gauntlet aircraft, by 1942—7 RAAF Squadrons were 
engaged in the Mediterranean.  RAAF men fought in Syria, they fought against the German/Italian on-
slaught at Malta, and they also Fought in support of the allied advance in North Africa, thence onto 
Sicily and Italy.  About 65% of all Aircrews in Australia served at some time in Europe or the Mediterra-
nean, with approximately 25% Losing their lives, in all 6,500 Officers/Airmen lost their lives between 
1939-45. 

The Pacific 

After the Japanese launched their first attacks on 7 Dec 1941, the Australian Cabinet approved a plan 

to expand the RAAF to 72 Squadrons.    Australia had 4 Squadrons operating in Malaya in 1941,  

Hudsons and Buffalos and they were immediately engaged in an all out battle. 

The Japanese entry into the war entirely changed the character of the war for Australia, and with only 

177 first line aircraft (mostly Hudsons, Catalina’s and Wirraways) we were no longer merely a contribu-
tor to Britain’s armed forces in distant campaigns, but a nation that was going to have to fight for its 

very survival on Australian territory.       When Darwin and Broome were bombed in February/March, 

all RAAF units in Asia were withdrawn to Australia. 

As part of the rapid built up to the RAAF strength, 3 Squadrons of Kittyhawks (75-76-77), 75 Squadron 

Formed in Townsville on the 4th March 1942, flew to Port Moresby on the 21st and engaged the 

Japanese at Lae Aerodrome, they flew continuous mission until they were relieved on the 4 April by 

the Americans, by which time only 3 Kittyhawks were serviceable. 

RAAF aircraft took part in the crucial Coral Sea battle in May 1942, and in August 75-76 Kittyhawk 

Squadrons joined with the Australian Army to defeat the Japanese attempt to seize Milne Bay, the first 

enemy defeat on land in the Pacific War. 

In the months that followed, Squadrons of Kittyhawks, Hudson, Wirraway, Beaufighters and Beaufort 

Aircraft, as well as a variety of transport planes, were engaged in the Kokoda Trail, Buna Sanananda, 

and Wau-Mubo operations and in the Bismarck Sea Battle, which stopped the enemy reinforcing their 

New Guinea positions. 



  In the mean time, 2 Squadrons of RAAF Spitfires, plus 1 British Squadron  arrived in Darwin for the 

defence of the North-Western Area, by April 1943 there were also in the area 2 Squadrons of RAAF 

Hudson and a Beaufighter Squadron, plus 1 Americian Liberator Squadron, and a Dutch Mitchell 

Squadron, these aircraft had the range to strike north in offensives in New Guinea, Lae-Salamaua, 

Markham Valley, Bougainville, Solomon's and New Britain. 

The RAAF Beauforts Squadron, attacked Rabaul and targets in New Britain, providing support for the 

Allied Landings.   By November 1944, 1st Tactical Air Force consisted of two Fighter Wings, 1 Attack 

Wing, two airfield construction wings, to these were later added  RAAF Spitfire and Liberator Sqn’s 

The 1st T.A.F. had grown to 13.287 men, it was increased again in April to 18,894 men, which took part 

In the Borneo, Tarakan, Labuan and Balikpapan Operations, Some 20 RAAF squadrons were in action 

during these operations.  In addition squadrons from Darwin and Western Australia were also in-
volved.    Many Australian aircrew also took park in the Burma-India campaigns, during this time 

RAAF crews flew in Liberators, Blenheim and Wellington Bombers, and in Spitfire, Thunderbolt and 
Hurricane fighters, as well as Vultee Vengeance dive-bombers. 

The Japanese launched a major offensive in March 1944, with aim of capturing Burma and marching 

onto New Delhi, but by June the offensive had withered away, Australians in a total of 18 RAF Sqn’s 

took part in this crucial battle on the plains of Burma.    So ended the greatest, the most heroic, and 
yet to thousands of bereaved Australians the most tragic Phase of the RAAF’s History. 

The Women’s Auxiliary Australian Air Force (now WRAAF) was formed in April 1941. 

The RAAF Air Training Corps was also born during the 1939-45.  Airfield construction units, build air-
field throughout Australia and the Pacific, Radar units were established and sent to fighting areas. 

The 1939-45 War also saw the coming of age of the RAAF, it saw also the coming of age in Australia 

of the aircraft manufacturing industry. 

RAAF enlistments during the European/South East Asia wars were 189,700 men, 27,000 women. 

Casualties 10,562 killed,  3,192 injured . 

To be continued  (After the War (Korea, Vietnam) and the modernisation of the RAAF.  



 

              RAAFTUS PERSONNEL—-NOVEMBER 1989 

Can you identify/whereabouts of Personnel Below, are they all comms staff  ?? 

SGT R E BERNARDIN                CPL J DONNELLY                   AC A L HAYNES                          LACW L A MYERS 

WOFF B FITZHENRY                LAC BA DUNSCOMBE            LAC R H HARDING                    LACW V D MCDONALD 

WOFF R J SMITH                        LACW K A PAYNE                 CPL C R SQUIRE                          SGT R A POWELL 

WOFF G E HARRIS                    WOFF J HAFNER                    LACW NA COBBY                      FSGT J D WILLIAMS 

LACW W L DEMBOWSKI          CPL C MARMENT                   SGT L W S BLAKE                       SGT N D LAREDO 

SGT R H DALLINGER                 FSGT C J PICARELLI              FSGT S J HILTON                         CPL J B ADDINSALL 

FGST R J TOMKINS                     FSGT L C WATSON                 FSGT S J HARRIS                          SGT A J GLOVER 

SGT W A GEERZ                          LAC P R GOLDER                  SGT A D REEVE                           LACW T A CONNELL 

LACW T M AITKEN                    CPL C D BROWNE                 CPL D A MASTERS                      LACW R K MIRALLEZ 

LACW C EDWARDS                   CPL D W PERRIMAN             CPL M M MARTIN                      LACW C P KERR 

SGT N M BRISKEY                       SGT F J MACPHERSON          SGT W T WHITMORE                 SGT N MARATHAKIS 

SGT M A CARSON                       FSGT E R DAIR                        SGT N R ANDERSON                  FSGT  L J CLARKE 

SGT W K COYER                         ACW S M M SWAINE               LACW D L MUSCA                     LACW D K L SMITH 

LACW W M CREEK                     LAC A M DRAKE                     AC S A THOMPSON                   AC D J MCKENNA 

LAC R A CURRY                          CPL B A BEATTIE                    LAC J A MCFARLANE               LAC K F LENNARD 

AC G M TANNER                         CPL B HAMILTON                  LAC M J DEL DOT                      CPL D MARRONE 

CPL C P MERCER                         LAC R J WATZ                        CPL R J WATZ                            CPL B D MORGAN 

LAC D K GILMOUR                      LAC A J APPO                        LAC A M HARVEY                     LAC K C TAYLOR 

LAC G J D SHARP                        SGT D J BROWN                     CPL D E CAVILL                         AC J A MCCALLUM 

CPL R HEATON                           FSGT W J KING                       CPL P J ANDREWS                     CPL K N VOLKMER 

LAC N ABERNEATHY                 LAC DK  MATHEWS               SGT R E WILLIAMSON               CPL D R DAY 

LAC P G NEWBY                         LAC P M SHOWELL               CPL D B GRANT                         LAC A K RUMBEL 

LAC A BENNETT                          AC G T MOTBEY                    LAC G E DICKSON                     LAC N ZRIM 

FGT W R T WALKER                    LAC D B CORRELL                AC L D ALDERSON                   LAC G BROOKSBANK                                         

 

 

Djinnang Caps  

$12 each including postage.  

Enquiries to  

Deb 04171162652  

debtape@bigpond.com.a  

  

                                    ARE YOU FINANCIAL ?? 

            $100 For Perpetual Membership   or   $10 For Yearly Membership 

       Direct Deposit—Bank of Qld/Capalaba BSB 124-024 A/C Djinnang Association. 

              Post— Treasurer  Djinnang Association  P.O. Box 159 Stones Corner 4120 



Many years ago Milk and Cream travelled only a short distance from the cow to the table.  

In the hundred years between 1860 and 1960, people moved away from farms and cows, and dairying 

changed from women’s work at home into a mechanized industry. A delivery person — the milkman — 

brought dairy products to towns, and cities.  At first milkmen, and occasionally women, came in wagons 

with milk cans and dippers.     Later, the wagons were replaced by fleets of trucks rattling with glass bottles.   

Without milkmen, generations of families in cities and towns would not have had fresh milk in their coffee, 

or on their cereal, or pudding for dessert.  

Infants would not have had cows’ milk to fill their bottles. 

In the same time period, dairying and the milk delivery system had to adapt to change. New processes and  

government regulation made commercial milk from far away dairies safe to drink, and science and mass  

advertising persuaded homemakers of milk’s nutritional value.   By the 1970s, social, economic, and  

industrial changes caused milk delivery to shift to the self-service supermarket, and platoons of home  

delivery milkmen  

said goodbye,.  

A Memory from the Past 



Hi Brian, 

It was good to meet you and the other members of the Djinnang Association on Saturday night.  I trust everyone had a great time 
and enjoyed the Club’s facilities. 

As discussed, I have attached the Club’s Membership Application form for your kind distribution to your Association’s mem-
bers.  Please note the form is being updated with regards to entitlements /  benefits per class and change of name to Full Member 
Retired from Full Member Pensioner but I’ve stated the changed entitlements below.   

To be eligible to apply for Full Membership ($10.00 per year) or Full Retired Membership ($5.00 per year), applicants must be a cur-
rent or prior public servant (Federal, State or Local Government; Defence Forces, Ex Telstra etc.)  Otherwise people can sign up as a 
Social Member ($5.00 per year). All members, regardless of Membership Type, receive a minimum of $1.00 discount off each bever-
age or meal purchased.  

Full members & Full Retired Members, as well as having voting rights at the Club’s AGM and eligible to nominate for positions on 
the Club’s Management Committee and Executive Committee, receive larger discounts on Room Hire and Function costs and are 
given higher priority for function bookings should there be multiple patrons wanting to hire the Club’s function areas at the same 
time.   

Thanks again for your offer to distribute our Membership Application Form, it is greatly appreciated 

Regards 

Michael Keates 

Club Manager 



 

      Angie & George Pollard 

Christine Cashman  Carolyn Wilson   Margaret 

                                                                Smitherman 

              Debbie & Mick Masters 

               Col & Dorthy Cliff 

Geoff Grebert        Bob May            Dennis Greig 

Kim McCauley                           Lisa Williams 

       Noel Quarrell   Pete Wolfenden  Sandy/Warren  

                                                                  Faber Peta Brough     Gayl Roderick    Yolanda Lever 

2014 Reunion 



Ron Amos            Roy Green           Ron Bellert 

        Sue Ansford               “ Bull” Donald 

Val Machin.  Robyn Russell. Steve Ellis.  Helen Daunt. 

                                    Denis Greig 

      Warrant           Lance          John               Des 

      Bryant           Highfield     O’Loughlin     Williams 

Some of the Crowd  

Some of the Crowd  

   Yolanda & Geoff Lever 

Kev Woolard        Gail & Greg Mc Dermott 

Mob of old crooks 



Alyn Hawkes  Trev Weisbrodt  Margaret Holmes 

 

 

Gary Francis                  Joy Macpherson Bill Warren           Candy Lee           Steve Ellis 

           Mary Moore                  Noreen Barry 

Jenny Bell   Glen Walton   Roslyn & Gavin Smith 

Bill Warren    Steve Ellis   Lynette Roe      Andrew Berriman 

Gary Francis  Sue Cully  Jane Mills 

Linda Conyard     Nadine Marshall 



Too Many To Name 

 Mark Wilson, Trevor Horne, Norm Simpson, Warren Bryant, Carl Schiller, Mick Lawson, Andrew Berriman, Nipper McGilvery. 

 Bob Daunt, Ron Faulkner, Yvonne Greer-Cain, George Pollard, Dennis Greig, Bob May, Brian Machin. 

 Brian Webb, Ron Tomkins, Bull Donald , Ken “Swampy” Marsh, Des Williams, Peter Wolfenden, Alyn Hawkes. 

Jim Cooney, Ray Thompson, Lance Highfield, Glen Walton, Gavin Smith, Wayne Dalmeida, Ron “Moose” Amos (Sigsop), 

 Roy Green (Sigsop), Ron Bellert (Sigsop) 

TELSTECKS 

TELEGS 
& 

SIGOPS 

COMMSOPS 

Nipper” McGilvery,  
Mark Wilson,  
Bill Watson,  
Reg Maloney. 

RADTECKS 



David & Deb Tape 
Reg & June Maloney                 Jim Cooney 

Mick Lawson   Yvonne Cain-Greer   Ron Faulkner 

Lorraine & Jim Neave. Cathy Richards. Jenny Bell. Rosyln Smith 

    Ros Curran        Candy Lee     Tracey Stephens 

  Jane Mills               Shelley Mathers 

                                    Armstrong 

Desiree Addinsal    Sue Scarfe        Jane Mills 



 

 

              ACCOMMODATION 

WWW.WOTIF.COM.AU 

WWW.LASTMINUTE.COM.AU/BRISBANE 

WWW.TRIVAGO.COM.AU/BRISBANE 

WWW.HOTELS.COM.AU/BRISBANE   

STEVENS LANE 

IS NEARLY OPPOSITE 

CHARLOTTE ST LIGHTS 

 

Don’t forget to register on the Djinnang Site, so friends will no your coming  

Bring Someone who 
hasn't been Before 


